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The last vestige of summer seemed to have strayed into autumn over the last couple of weeks. We were 
fortunate with the weather when we provided a stall at the Wimpole Produce Fair at Wimpole Hall at the 
weekend.  The Fair is still quite small and only in its second year, and the attendance was not too 
impressive. On the first day we were deliciously sandwiched between a bakery and cake stall on one side 
and a chocolate brownie stall on the other, on the second day we moved down to be near the live music, 
so not all bad. We took an observation hive although it was a little late in the season, but it provided a 
good draw as it always does. One eleven year old who asked a lot of questions and spent a long time 
looking at the bees said he was going to ask for a beehive for Christmas.

The summer break started with our annual visit to Pat Veasey’s hives at Gosmore. We had a reasonable 
turnout and Frank Everest took us through a manipulation of Pat’s hives. After various boxes had been 
reorganised and some honey removed, the hives were reassembled and we gathered for a delightful 
afternoon tea provided by Pat and his family.  A big thank you to them all for organising a lovely afternoon.

At the beginning of August we organised a BBQ at the Association apiary site at the Hillbrow allotments.  
Thanks to Gary and his wife Sam for providing lots of food which was much enjoyed by the members and 
friends who managed to attend.  

In the middle of August, we agreed to meet socially at the Lavender Fields on the outskirts of Ickleford.  
Again we had a small number of dedicated members and friends who attended. It is a very pleasant venue
for an evening meeting and one we will probably repeat in the future.  The Lavender Fields are part of the 
Sundown Cinema film event held during the summer so another year we may use that as an excuse.

A lot of members reported very little honey production over the summer, either taking very little honey 
compared to other years, or in some cases taking none at all. We spoke to beekeepers running another 
bee stall from South Lincolnshire at the Wimpole Produce Fair and their experience was the same, they 
also had hives in the heather in the Peak District which fared badly this year compared to other years. 
They knew of beekeepers in Scotland who also had a poor summer honey harvest.

Another common problem this year seemed to be colonies lost to wasps. We know that wasps will take 
advantage of a weak colony but there were several reports of strong colonies being wiped out by wasps.

Our indoor schedule begins again this month with our first meeting on Tuesday, 20th October at Howgills. 
The evening starts with a presentation by the Welwyn Historical Society about Taylor’s, a firm that used to 
have a thriving bee supplies business in Welwyn. Perhaps if you have any pieces of Taylor’s memorabilia,
you might like to bring them along. After the tea break, Dave Fewell with give a presentation about his 
experience of the BBKA Modular examinations and practicals.  Dave has taken (and passed!) most of the 
BBKA Modules so is well acquainted with the subject.  The first meeting is always a good chance to catch 
up with other members after the summer break and exchange tales of anguish and joy. It is also a chance 
for new beekeepers to look to our more seasoned members for tips and advice.

If you need to purchase fondant for feeding, (you have hefted your hives haven’t you?) we may be able to 
organise a bulk purchase at an attractive price.  Let me or Gary know (cc’d on this email) how much you 
need.

The next indoor meeting is on Tuesday, 20th October 2015, 7:30 pm, at Howgills, The Friends Meeting 
House in Letchworth -  42 South View, Letchworth SG6 3JJ. 

 


